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· Petting zoos, fairs and farm tours provide wonderful opportunities for young and old a like to learn about animals and agriculture.  

· However, agricultural fairs and petting zoos pose a potential public health hazard by bringing the general public into direct contact with animals which can carry a variety of germs that may cause visitors to become sick.   
· These germs may live in the intestines of farm animals and can be passed in animal manure.  Animal hides may become contaminated from manure. 

· Persons touching cattle or surfaces in the animal exhibit area may contaminate their hands with harmful bacteria. 

· If hands are not washed thoroughly after contact with cattle or their environments, the bacteria can infect these persons through hand-to-mouth contact.

· Humans may become ill from contaminated food and water or from contact with animals or their environment.  Animals infected with these pathogens may or may not appear ill. 
· Lack of understanding of disease transmission can lead to illness among visitors, especially children, when visitors are exposed to animal exhibit settings.  

· Between 1999 and 2000 over 25 human disease outbreaks were associated with visitors to animal exhibits. 

· Although eliminating all risk from animal contact might not be achievable, steps can be taken to help prevent visitors from getting sick.
· The Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) states that “hand washing is the single most important means of preventing the spreading of infection.”   As such, adequate hand washing facilities must be available for the operation of 4-H sponsored petting zoos.
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_____________________________________  will provide adequate hand washing facilities 
(Name of organization sponsoring event)           and a means for manure/bedding disposal for
___________________________________  for the period of ________________________

       (name of event)                                                                            (dates and times)

It is agreed upon that adequate hand washing stations have the following:
· Disposable paper towels.

· Liquid soap dispensed by a hand or food pump.  Soap does not need to be antimicrobial.  

· Warm, running water.  If the hand-washing stations are supplied with only cold water,     a soap that lathers easily in cold water needs to be provided.

· Be accessible and sufficient for the maximum anticipated attendance

· Can be used by children, adults, and those with disabilities

· Conveniently located between animal and non-animal areas/food concession areas

· Maintenance should include routine cleaning and restocking of towels and soap.

· Both hands can be free for hand washing.

· Running water should be of sufficient volume and pressure to remove soil from hands.  Volume and pressure might be substantially reduced if the water supply is furnished from a holding tank.  Therefore, a permanent pressured water supply is needed.  Communal basins or wash bins, where water is used by more than one person, do not constitute adequate hand-washing facilities.
· Alcohol-based hand sanitizers are effective against many harmful bacteria.  They are not effective against some harmful bacteria and certain viruses. If hand washing stations are not available, a hand sanitizer may be substituted as long as soap and warm running water are available for visitors to use before eating.           
______________________________________ will:
(4-H Club or Group)
· Provide signs and verbal reminders to animal exhibit visitors to wash hands.

· Provide signs and verbal reminders to animal exhibit visitors to not eat in animal areas.

· Provide signs and verbal directions to hand-washing stations.

· Provide signs with proper hand-washing instructions posted at hand-washing stations.

· Promptly remove bedding contaminated with manure so as to prevent visitor contact.

_______________________________________________

  ___________________
Signature of Representative of Sponsoring Agency



Date

_______________________________________________               ___________________

Signature of Representative of 4-H Club/Group



Date
