Class:  Judging Skirts
Mason’s 4-H club is practicing their judging skills.  The teen leaders have made some samples for them to judge.

Help him rank the elastic waist skirts from best to worst.



Samples:  Construct skirts from the same fabric that would have similarities to the skirt samples described below.  Adjust the cuts as needed for your samples.  Use Nancy Zieman’s Let’s Sew and Measure Up, PNW0197 as guides for sewing techniques and quality construction methods.
Official Placement:  2-3-1-4
Cuts:  4, 3, 8
(Hormel scores, for online score calculations see:  http://www.worldaccessnet.com/%7Enormans/hormel.html)  
#2 is the best skirt because the stitching is straight, the raw edges have a finish to prevent raveling, the thread matches closely, and there are few or no threads hanging.  The elastic is non-roll, it fits in the casing nicely and it is not twisted; the casing has been stitched closed, the elastic is stabilized in the casing to prevent shifting and twisting.  The design on the fabric has been placed so the words “varsity and “team” are right side up. 

#3 is not as good as #2 because the thread does not match, the seam has no finish, the elastic was caught when the casing was stitched closed, the elastic is not stabilized in the casing, and the words “varsity” and “team” are sideways.  

#1 is worse than #3 because the casing has not been stitch closed, the elastic is black (white would have been better because it would not make the casing look dark and dirty).  Also the elastic is a bit small for the casing and where it is sewn together, there is a lump.  It would have been better to choose non-roll elastic as it is designed for waistline casings.  Its construction prevents rolling and shifting in the casing.

#4 is the worst because there are threads hanging and the stitching is very crooked.  The purple thread is used on the outside of the garment.  It shows the crooked stitching more than the pale pink used on the inside of the skirt.  The elastic is twisted and knit pajama elastic was used.  It may roll and twist as it was designed to be stitched through (anchored to the fabric) when used.  The words “varsity” and “team” are up-side down.  
