Decorative Thread
Amber wants to use the fancy stitches on her sewing machine to decorate her denim vest and skirt.  She will need to purchase some thread that will look nice and work best for the sewing machine.  Help her pick out the best thread to use with the decorative stitches on her machine.

Rank the thread samples from best to worst:

1.  A cone of red Maxi-Lock serger thread

2.  A large spool of red Sulky rayon thread 

3.  A skein of red DMC embroidery floss

4.  A spool of red Coats and Clark All-purpose thread 

Rank:  2-4-1-3

Cuts:  2-4-9
(Hormel scores, for online score calculations see:  http://www.worldaccessnet.com/%7Enormans/hormel.html)  
Reasons

2.  The spool of Sulky rayon embroidery thread is Amber’s best choice.  This thread is designed specifically for decorative sewing on the sewing machine.  The rayon thread has a nice sheen that will show off the decorative stitch patterns Amber uses.  It is also finer than regular sewing thread so it will not make the stitches too dense.  This will help the machine feed the decorative stitches better.

4.  The spool of Coats and Clark All-purpose thread is Amber’s next best choice.  It has a nice sheen but not as nice as the rayon.  It is heavier so Amber may have to make some adjustments to the density of the stitch patterns she chooses so the thread lies smoothly and the machine feeds the fabric evenly.

1.  The cone of serger thread is Amber’s next choice.  It is fine but it has very little sheen and it is really designed to be used in a serger.  Amber should select it over the skein of DMC embroidery floss as it would be easier to use as it is conveniently wrapped around a cone that will make it feed nicely through the sewing machine.

3.  The skein of DMC embroidery floss has very nice sheen but it is intended for hand embroidery.  For very small sections of machine embroidery, one could wind some on a spool to use in the machine but this would be very time consuming and the embroidery floss is not as strong as thread intended for use on a sewing machine.  It would fray and break easily.  This would be Amber’s worst choice.

