4-H Youth Learn and Lead on Alternative Fuels

As our nation grapples with important environmental issues such as global warming, sustainability and energy
independence, “biofuels” —sources of energy obtained from recently harvested plant materials— are at the
forefront of the discussion of alternative energy sources. At 4-H, we encourage the youth of today to become our
nation’s future leaders. And, as such, it’s vital for youth to understand and engage in the important environmental
issues our global community faces together, and the opportunities available for a greener tomorrow.

For the second annual 4-H National Youth Science Day, the University of Wisconsin has designed “Biofuel Blast,” the
4-H National Science Experiment which will introduce young people all around the nation to biofuels. Youth will
become a scientist for the day, discovering how ordinary household products can create alternative energy, and how
that fuel can power many of the things we use each day.

Share in the Debate about the Next Great Biofuel
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In addition to testing corn syrup, youth will test and discuss other b
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alternative fuel options, including switchgrass, sawdust, sorghum

and even algae. These fuel alternatives — researched by the 106 Land-Grant Universities and Colleges across the
nation that oversee 4-H youth development programs in every state — differ by region throughout the U.S., providing
an opportunity for youth to learn about their home region as well as others.

The National Science Experiment will encourage a national youth debate to discuss the “best” biofuel based on
experiment outcomes. Young people will be able to see how their small creations are part of a major current
nationwide discussion. Youth will also be engaged before, during and after the experiment via several popular
communication mechanisms, including cell phone text messages, Facebook, Twitter, You Tube, and through the
4-H.org Web site.

One Million New Scientists. One Million New Ideas.™

For over 100 years, 4-H has been at the forefront of teaching youth about science, engineering and technology. 4-H
National Youth Science Day is an important annual part of 4-H’s One Million New Scientists. One Million New Ideas.™
campaign, with a bold goal of attracting one million new youth to science, engineering and technology programs by
the year 2013.
For more information about 4-H National Youth Science Day
or to download the experiment, visit www.4-H.org/NYSD.
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